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We are pleased to introduce to you the first issue of The Tamil Academic Journal. This special issue accompanies a conference that
kicked off our inaugural theme of ‘Tamil Resistance in the Twenty-First Century.’ In this section, we will introduce the journal, provide
the rationale behind our first theme and a synopsis of the articles in this issue.

About us

The Tamil Academic Journal was founded in February 2019 to promote original research that pertains to Tamil people globally.
Although there is a plethora of academic research on issues concerning the Tamil people, there has not yet been an institution
dedicated solely to producing such research. Moreover, the research that is produced is often dispersed, constrained within
traditional rigid academic norms and procedures, and is usually often inaccessible for the people whom the research concerns. In
this light, The Tamil Academic Journal strives to not only publish peer-reviewed academic papers, but it does also so with the aim of
addressing these shortcomings.

Recognising that contemporary issues required comprehensive and interdisciplinary solutions, The Tamil Academic Journal
welcomes research papers from all disciplines, including the Arts, Humanities, Social as well as Natural Sciences. Additionally, The
Tamil Academic Journal encourages scholars from various fields to work together on papers without limiting themselves to their
trained subject areas. Finally, in order to truly make the published papers accessible to the global wider Tamil audience population,
all publications, including this one, will be open-access.

Each of the articles in this issue were single-blind peer-reviewed by two academics who are experts in the respective fields. Single-
blind peer-reviewing was adopted because the papers were presented at the conference by the authors. The authors presented their
papers at the conference to not only showcase their findings to an audience, but to incorporate the audience’s feedback into their
work before the peer-reviewing process began.

Theme for this issue: ‘Tamil Resistance in the Twenty-First Century’

May 2019 marked the tenth-year anniversary of the end of the armed conflict in Sri Lanka where, according to the United Nations, an
estimated 70,000 Tamil civilians were massacred in Mullivaikal (though other sources show the death toll could be well into the
100,000s). Moreover, more than 100,000 Tamils, mostly men, have been forcibly disappeared. With a decade of no truth,
accountability or justice provided for the Tamil people, we chose a theme for the conference that would facilitate discussion and
enable the Tamil community to reflect on what has happened since 2009. While the ten-year anniversary was the central focus of the
conference, the call for papers was broadly interpretable and welcomed paper submissions on any topic or issue as long as the
authors could justify how the paper fits in with our theme: ‘Tamil Resistance in the Twenty-First Century.’

Starting off this issue, Dr Thamil Ananathavinyagan’s article, ‘The role of the Tamil Academic in times of academic resistance,
highlights the need for academics to be both political as well as academic organisers, so as to pave ‘the way for resistance’ from
oppression. Ananathavinyagan's article provides a nuanced analysis of the history of Tamil academic resistance while placing it
within a broader global context. Arguing for the necessity of education to warrant resistance, Ananathavinyagan calls on academics
to play their part in ensuring critical, unbiased and genuine knowledge production and transfer.

Taking a more retrospective lens, in ‘Memory and resistance in the London Tamil diaspora,” Dr Rachel Seoighe provides a reflection
piece that illustrates an instance of the kind of Tamil resistance Ananathavinyagan esteems. In this piece, Rachel focuses upon the
‘Tamils of Lanka’ exhibition organised by the Tamil Information Centre, upholding as an ‘act of resistance’ against the State erasure
of alternative narratives of the conflict. Seoighe explores the exhibition as a space in which participants could ‘share stories and
ideas, to remember atrocities and commend resilience, and to document and read history from a Tamil perspective.” The act of
remembrance in itself marks an act of defiance, Rachel argues.

Ms. Davini Laksmi Jayagomar, our third and final author, explores resistance in the realm of linguistics and identity through her
article ‘The place of Tamil in the Linguistic Landscape of Singapore's Little India.’ By evaluating the representation role that Tamil
plays in Little India, Jayagomar analyses and evaluates the forces that constrain yet simultaneously shape the evolution of the
Singaporean Tamil identity. Specifically, through a Linguistic Landscape and Nexus analysis, Jayagomar critically analyses ‘the
exoticisation of [the Tamil] language that is normalised in the tourist site of Little India’ and questions whether ‘the Singaporean
Tamil identity [is represented] accurately.’



THE CONFERENCE X

The Tamil Academic Journal hosted the first of its kind academic conference at Kingston University London on July 6th, 2019, from
9am to 5.30pm. The day encompassed interactive presentations, panel discussions, and networking opportunities.

In addition to the presentations of the papers from Ananthavinayagan, Seoighe and Jayagomar (mentioned above), the theme of
resistance was explored further through three further presentations and two panel discussions at our conference.

Presentations:

Lavanya Sankaran

‘Homeland’ and ‘host-land’ identifications in the Sri Lankan Tamil diaspora

Probing the depths of ‘homeland’ and ‘host-land’ concepts, Lavanya Sankaran explored the complex ways in which the Sri Lankan
Tamil diaspora use spaces and reconstruct their identities.

Thanges Paramosothy

Oppressed Castes in Jaffna: Shifting from Collective Resistance to Multiple (in)visible Forms against Domination

Thanges Paramosothy shared his research on the complex acts of oppressed caste resistances against caste hegemony by sharing
insights from data collected from long-term fieldwork in Jaffna and the Tamil diaspora.

Malcolm Rodgers

The victors and the spoils: militarisation and colonisation in contemporary North-east Sri Lanka

Malcolm Rodgers showcased the developments occurring in the North-eastern parts of Sri Lanka since the end of the war and its
parallels with historical developments that initially led to the war.

Panel Discussions:

The Opportunities and Challenges of Bringing about Truth, Accountability, and Justice in the Island of Sri Lanka

Experts from different fields discussed past, present and potential future efforts to understand how meaningful transitional justice
can be attained in Sri Lanka.

Moving Forward: Directions for Impact-Driven Academic Research and Publishing
The Tamil Academic Journal team held a roundtable-like discussion with the audience to gather views and insights on how to ensure
that the journal’s work and aims remain relevant going forward.
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ABOUT THE AUTHORS

About Dr. Thamil Ananthavinayagan

Dr. Thamil Venthan Ananthavinayagan, LLM. (Maastricht University), PhD (NUI
Galway) is a Teaching Associate at University of Nottingham. Before joining University
of Nottingham, he worked as a Fellow and research assistant to the Irish Centre for
Human Rights in Galway, Ireland from 2013-2017 and worked as Lecturer in
International Law at Griffith College Dublin from 2017-2020. His doctoral research
focused on the engagement of Sri Lanka with the United Nations human rights
machinery, published as a book in 2019. He has a research interest in (post)-colonial
studies, racism/fascism in international law, CRT, TWAIL and has widely published in
these areas.

About Dr. Rachel Seioghe

Dr Rachel Seoighe is a Senior Lecturer in Criminology at the University of Kent and her
work is concerned with state violence and resistance. Working from a decolonial,
feminist perspective, her work has examined state crime and resistance, nationalistic
authorship and violence in Sri Lanka since the end of the war. Her book 'War, denial and
nation-building in Sri Lanka: after the end' was published by Palgrave in 2017. Dr
Seoighe also writes, teaches and thinks about border criminologies, ‘race’ and
racialisation, and social and transformative justice.

About Davini Ms. Laksmi Jayagomar

Ms. Davini Laksmi is a graduate from the National University of Singapore where she
majored in English Language (Linguistics). Her article is a reworking of her Honours
Thesis on ‘The Place of Tamil in the Linguistic Landscape of Singapore’s Little India’.
She was inspired by linguistic landscape research during her student exchange
programme at Lund University where she was tutored by Dr Francis M. Hult. Currently,
she is working as a data analyst in Dow Jones and continues to learn about
environmental sustainability while volunteering in biodiversity and reforestation efforts
in Singapore.
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OUR THANK YOUS

The Tamil Academic Journal, the conference and this issue will not have been realised without
the help of many volunteers.

We would like to firstly thank all our authors and their respective peer-reviewers in this issue
for co-producing the insightful articles we have published. Thank you also to all the other
presenters and panellists for your contributions at the conference. Finally, thank you to all our
volunteers for your hard work in setting up The Tamil Academic Journal, organising the
conference, and for helping with publishing the papers. This project shows how a diverse
group of people, united by a common goal, can come together and make a difference.
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Gayathri Thivyaa Gangatharan
Roy Johnson

Neera Senthivel

Saarankan Sivaloganathan
Nirusa Uthayasooriyan
Nitharshana Selvarathinam
Yathavan Thanapalan

Viruben Nandakumar
Changavy Kajamuhan
Maathiny Kirupaharan
Iswarya Vidhyadaran

Janita Jayapiragas

Suwi Narasingamoorthy
Kabiliny Ratnasingam
Tharscika Ramanee

S A N Rajkumar

Nad Mylvaganam

Kovarthan Sivasubramaniam
Meran Annalingam

Our Conference Volunteers:
Jevashan Mahendran
Saraparan Sahadevan
Alfred Robert

Jeyaraj Kulasekaram

Our Publishing Volunteers:
Judy Balaratnam
Thuvarahaa Elayathamby
Janet Kurusanather

Anne Gayatri Nicholas



MOVING FORWARD T,

OUR CURRENT TEAM

Editorial Board Marketing Strategy
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WRITE FOR US

Building from our foundations, we are scaling up our operations and envision to publish
many more original, insightful and high-quality research papers on issues relating to
Tamil people.

We currently publish two streams of papers:

Non-thematic papers: these papers are collected on a rolling basis and there is no set
time frame to submit manuscripts.

Thematic papers: these papers relate to a specific theme and there are strict timelines
with each stage of the publishing process.

Please go to our website where you can find all the information with regards to
publishing with us including our current call for papers for thematic and non-thematic
issues.

If you are an academic or part of an academic institution and would like to get involved
with our projects, please email us at: admin@tamilacademicjournal.org. We would love
to hear from you.
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